
 

 
 
Mandatory Read 
Savvy   1070L       by Ingrid Law 
Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday has revealed her "savvy"--a magical 
power unique to each member of her family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident (Series). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Wild Ones Lexile 810      by C. Alexander London 
After his parents are killed, Kit, a young raccoon sets off for the city with a stone that may be the key to finding 
the Bone of Contention, a legendary object that is proof of a deal giving the wild animals the rights to Ankle 
Snap Alley, which the dogs and cats--known as the flealess--want back and are willing to kill for. (Series) 
 
Unbound (in verse) Lexile 900      by Ann E. Burg 
The day nine-year-old Grace is called to work in the kitchen in the Big House, everyone warns her to keep her 
head down and her thoughts to herself, but the more she sees of the oppressive Master and his hateful wife, the 
more she questions things until one day her thoughts escape--and to avoid being separated she and her family 
flee into the Dismal Swamp, to join the other escaped slaves who live there. 
 
Dara Palmer’s Major Drama Lexile 760    by Emma Shevah 
Dara Palmer dreams of being an actress, but when she does not get a part in the school play she wonders if it is 
because of her different looks as an adopted girl from Cambodia, so Dara becomes determined not to let 
prejudice stop her from being in the spotlight. 
 
Snow White: A Graphic Novel Lexile 220    by Matt Phelan 
In 1928 New York City, a young girl named Samantha White is sent away by her cold stepmother, only to 
return after the stock market has crashed to find her father gone and her ruthless stepmother after her inheritance. 
 
Cloud and Wallfish  Lexile 850     by Anne Nesbet 
When his parents pick him up from school and take him to the airport, Noah is rushed to East Berlin where he 
confronts secrets about his and his family's true identities. 
 
The World from Up Here Lexile 660     by Cecilia Galante 
After her mother is hospitalized, Wren Baker and her younger brother go to live with her aunt and her cousin, 
Silver, but her stress level soars when Silver conceives a plan to climb Creeper Mountain and interview "Witch 
Weatherly" for the class history project. 
 
Poor Unfortunate Soul: A Tale of the Sea Witch Lexile 870  by Serena Valentino 
Presents an adaptation of the classic Little Mermaid fairy tale from the perspective of the sea witch who 
provides Ariel with human legs in exchange for her voice. 
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The Land of Stories: The Wishing Well Book 1 Lexile 720  by Chris Colfer 
Through the mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave their world behind 
and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and magic where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale 
characters they grew up reading about"--. (Series) 
 
The Beast Within        by Serena Valention 
Presents an adaptation of the classic Beauty and the Beast fairy tale from the perspective of the cursed prince 
who is transformed from a beloved and jovial ruler into a reclusive and bitter monster in search of true love. 
 
The Best Man   Lexile 540     by Richard Peck 
Archer has four important role models in his life--his dad, his grandfather, his uncle Paul, and his favorite 
teacher, Mr. McLeod. When Uncle Paul and Mr. McLeod get married, Archer's sixth-grade year becomes one 
he'll never forget. 
 
Last Man Out   Lexile  840     by Mike Lupica 
Twelve-year-old Tommy Gallagher, the bravest and toughest football player on the field, faces his biggest battle 
ever when his father, a Boston firefighter, is fatally injured while rescuing a child. 
 
Talking Leaves Lexile 750      by Joseph Bruchac 
The story of Sequoyah and the creation of the Cherokee syllabary, as told by his thirteen year old son.” 
 
Left Out  Lexile 800      by Time Green 
Struggling to overcome his hearing impairment and the way others see him because of it, Landon uses his 
height and strength to prove himself on the football team without initial success before befriending a star player 
who understands how Landon feels about being different. 
 
The Inquisitor’s Tale  Lexile 620     by Adam Gidwitz 
"A peasant girl and her holy greyhound, an oblate on a mission from his monastery, and a young Jewish boy 
travel across medieval France to escape persecution and save holy texts from being burned." 

 
Soldier Sister, Fly Home  Lexile 590    by Nancy Bo Flood 
Half-Navajo, half-white sisters Tess and Gaby are separated when Gaby drops out of college to join the army. 
Now as Gaby is deployed to Iraq, she asks Tess to care for Blue, the spirited horse that Tess dislikes. Tess 
struggles with her identity and with missing her sister, and she decides to spend the summer with her 
grandmother at sheep camp where tragedy strikes. 
 
Not As We Know It   Lexile 550     by Tom Avery 
Can a mysterious sea creature save eleven-year-old Jamie's very sick twin brother? 
 
Every Single Second  Lexile 580     by Tricia Springstubb 
Struggling with the feeling that her life is spinning out of control, Nella is shocked when her former best 
friend's brother makes a fatal mistake, prompting the need for Nella to choose between conflicting loyalties in a 
community torn by racial and class divides. 
 
The Wolf’s Boy  Lexile 570     by Susan Williams Beckhorn 
Shunned because of a birth defect, Paleolithic youth Kai is nurtured by a pack of yellow wolves and risks 
everything to save a young cub with whom he embarks on a treacherous journey north during the course of a 
dangerous Ice Age winter. 
 
Fish in a Tree      Lexile 550L       by Lynda Hunt 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is because she still doesn't 
know how to read.         6th Grade ISRL 2017 page 2 of 7 



I Am Drums  Lexile 730      by Mike Grosso 
"A single-minded twelve-year-old drummer, challenged by her school's budget cuts and her family's financial 
woes, must find a way to keep her dreams of drumming alive." 
 
The Distance to Home Lexile 570     by Jenn Bishop 
Baseball player and superfan Quinnen must struggle to deal with her older sister's death in a story that unfolds 
between two summers. 
 
A Clatter of Jars  Lexile 800     by Lisa Graff 
It's summertime and everyone is heading off to camp. For Talented kids, the place to be is Camp Atropos, 
where they can sing songs by the campfire, practice for the Talent show, and take some nice long dips in the 
lake. But what the kids don't know is that they've been gathered for a reason--one that the camp's director wants 
to keep hidden at all costs. Meanwhile, a Talent jar that has been dropped to the bottom of the lake has sprung a 
leak, and strange things have begun to happen. (Companion to A Tangle of Knots). 
 
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child (Screen Play) Lexile 500  by J.K. Rowling 
As an overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband, and a father, Harry Potter struggles with a 
past that refuses to stay where it belongs while his youngest son, Albus, finds the weight of the family legacy 
difficult to bear. 
 
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day  Lexile 800     by John David Anderson 
Loving their gifted teacher, who makes them feel like the indignity of school is somehow worthwhile, three 
boys are dismayed when the teacher falls ill and leaves for the rest of the school year, a situation that compels 
them to share their stories while cutting class and journeying across town together on a fateful day. 
 
A Curious Tale of the In-Between Lexile 690    by Lauren DeStefano 
Bright, imaginative, eleven-year-old Pram lives with two aunts who run a retirement home, hiding the fact that 
she can talk with ghosts--but not the spirit of her mother--and after befriending Clarence, who also lost his 
mother, she decides to find her father in hopes he can answer her questions. 
 
The Lost Girl   Lexile NA     by R.L. Stine 
Michael and his girlfriend, Pepper, befriend new Shadyside High student Lizzy Palmer, but the closer they get 
the stranger she seems and when Michael's friends start being murdered, Pepper becomes convinced that Lizzy 
is behind it, unaware they are being drawn into a tragedy committed in 1950. 
 
Waiting for Augusta  Lexile 830     by Jessica Lawson 
In early 1970s Alabama, eleven-year-old Ben, carrying an urn with his father's ashes, sets out on an eventful 
journey to the Augusta National, "the Sistine Chapel of golf courses," to make peace with his father. 
 
A Most Magical Girl  Lexile 700     by Karen Foxlee 
"When Annabel's mother abruptly leaves her with her two mysterious aunts, she is thrust into a magical side of 
Victorian London she never knew existed and discovers that she is the key to saving it from an evil wizard bent 
on destroying all good magic."    6th Grade ISRL 2016 page 3 of 4 
Woof: A Bowser and Birdie Novel  Lexile 650   by Spencer Quinn 
Bowser is a mutt, just adopted by eleven-year-old Birdie Gaux and her grandmother, but when they all get home 
to Grammy's bait and tackle shop in the bayou they discover that their prize stuffed marlin has been stolen--so 
Bowser decides to investigate, and things quickly become complicated and dangerous. (Series) 
 
Isabel Feeney, Star Reporter  Lexile 840    by Beth Fantaskey 
In the 1920s, a ten-year-old newsgirl who aspires to be a reporter at the ChicagoTribune investigates the murder 
of a gangster. 
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Grayling’s Song  Lexile 800     by Karen Cushman 
Grayling's mother, a "wise woman" - a sort of witch - has been turned into a tree by evil forces. Lacking 
confidence after years of being called "Feeble Wits" by her mother, Grayling heads off dubiously into the wilds 
in search of help, where she finds a weather witch, an aromatic enchantress, a cheese soothsayer, a slyly foolish 
apprentice, and a shape-shifting mouse named Pook! 
 
Once Was a Time  Lexile 760     by Leila Sales 
In World War II England, ten-year-old Lottie is transported via a portal to present day Wisconsin, where she 
must find her way back to her family and her best friend, Kitty. 
 
Children of Exile  Lexile 680     by Margaret Haddix 
A twelve-year-old girl raised in a foster village is returned to her biological parents, and discovers home is not 
what she expected it to be. 
 
The Return: Disney lands Book 1   Lexile 630   by Ridley Pearson 
"With the defeat of the Overtakers behind them, the five teenagers known as the Kingdom Keepers should be 
celebrating. By all accounts they saved Disneyland from certain destruction. Why then did their mentor leave 
one last puzzle for them to decipher? The Keepers must solve a puzzle of the past, or be crushed under an evil 
that makes the Overtakers seem like gentle souls.”  (Series) 
 
The Most Important Thing: Stories about Sons, Fathers and Grandfathers Lexile 560 by Avi 
Explores the vital ties between fathers and sons, sharing tales of a boy who seeks to understand the wishes of 
his father's ghost and a boy who makes surprising discoveries while camping with the eccentric grandfather he 
just met. 
 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon  Lexile 640   by Kelly Barnhill 
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon, who must 
unlock the powerful magic buried deep inside her. 
 
Reformed   Lexile 640     by Justin Weinberger 
Ian Hart has mastered the art of lying low. He might sometimes space out at the exact moment Mr. Dunford 
calls on him (it was field day!). And sure, he's a little clueless around the girls in his class. But Ian's nobody's 
fool. So how'd a kid like him get framed for pranking the new boy? 
 
Pop Girl   Lexile 710     by Tallia Storm 
Aspiring singer Storm Hall is devastated when she has to miss a national competition to go on a family vacation 
in Hawaii, but when she meets a Hawaiian band that needs a singer, she starts to think vacation might not be so 
bad after all. 
 
Word of Mouse  Lexile 690    by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein 
“The illuminating journey of a very special mouse, and the unexpected friendships he makes along the way.” 
 
Bailey’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose Novel Lexile 720   by W. Bruce Cameron 
Believing that his purpose is to be a devoted companion to eight-year-old Ethan, Bailey the puppy soon learns 
that when bad things happen, life isn't always simple, but there is no greater purpose than protecting the boy he 
loves.  (Series) 
 
Shadow House Book 1  Lexile 750    by Dan Poblocki 
Poppy Caldwell is an orphan who keeps seeing a figure standing behind her in the mirror at the group home 
where she lives, but she does not associate this ghost with the letter that mysteriously appears in her file,  
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claiming to be from a long-lost aunt, and inviting her to Larkspur House--and she is just one of five children 
who find themselves gathered in this strange house with a deadly past, and apparently no intention of letting the 
children escape. (Series) 
 
A Whole New World: A Twisted Tale  Lexile 760  by Liz Braswell 
In an alternate take on the Disney film, Jafar, not Aladdin finds the lamp and uses it to attain power while a poor 
Aladdin and displaced Jasmine must unite the common people in rebellion against the evil usurper. (Series) 
 
Fairest of All: A Tale of the Wicked Queen  Lexile  830  by Serena Valentino 
Now, for the first time, we'll examine the life of the Wicked Queen and find out just what it is that makes her so 
nasty. Here's a hint: the creepy-looking man in the magic mirror is not just some random spooky visage-and he 
just might have something to do with the Queen's wicked ways!  
 
Flying Lessons & Other Stories Lexile 800    Edited by Ellen Oh 
From basketball dreams and family fiascos to first crushes and new neighborhoods, this anthology, written by 
award-winning children's authors, celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of us. 
 
Revenge of the Green Banana  Lexile 890   by Jim Murry 
Jimmy Murphy starts sixth grade determined to be a better student and impress the beautiful Kathy Guenther, 
but Sister Angelica has him and his friends pegged as troublemakers and they may just prove her right. 
 
Secret Keepers  Lexile 820     by Trenton Lee Stewart 
When twelve-year-old Reuben finds a peculiar, magical watch that has the power to turn its wearer invisible, 
he's propelled on the adventure of a lifetime. 
 
Yours Truly  Lexile 790      by Heather Vogel Frederick 
When someone tries to sabotage the maple trees on her friend Franklin's family farm, Truly Lovejoy rallies the 
Pumpkin Falls Private Eyes to investigate. 
 
Scar Island  Lexile 610      by Dan Gemeinhart 
Twelve-year-old Jonathan Grisby has been sent to the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys, a 
former lunatic asylum which is currently run by a sadist who enjoys punishing the boys and setting them against 
each other; but when a lightning strike kills all the adults the boys find themselves suddenly free--and trapped 
on Scar Island which seems to be sinking into the ocean. 
 
Bone Jack Lexile 620       by Sara Crowe 
Ash Tyler hopes to make his psychologically scarred father proud by training for his town's Stag Chase, but 
when he meets the mysterious Bone Jack, dark energies take root and the world as he knows it is upended. 
 
George     Lexile 790       by Alex Gino 
Knowing herself to be a girl despite her outwardly male appearance, George is denied a female role in the class 
play before teaming up with a friend to reveal her true self. 
 

Non-Fiction 
 
The Negro Leagues: Celebrating Baseball’s Unsung Heroes  by Matt Doeden 
Explore the riveting history of the Negro leagues, including some of baseball's greatest (and most unheralded) 
players, biggest games, and wildest moments. 
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Level the Playing Field Lexile 920     by Kristina Rutherford 
The experience of being a professional athlete is very different for men and women. While men’s pro sports 
command throngs of fans, media attention, and money, many of the world’s top professional female athletes 
aren’t valued or recognized equally for their talent—even though female athletes prove time and time again that 
they have all the skill, drama, and rivalries of their male counterparts.  
 
Climate Migrants Lexile 1230      by Rebecca E. Hirsch 
Around the world, from US coastal towns to island nations of the Pacific and the deserts of Africa, people are in 
danger of losing their homes. Some have already fled. Others know they are running out of time. By 2050, at 
least 25 million people will be driven from their homes due to the effects of climate change. 
 
How to Build a Museum Lexile 1150     by Tonya Bolden 
The first national museum whose mission is to illuminate for all people, the rich, diverse, complicated, and 
important experiences and contributions of African Americans in America is opening. 
 
Dive!  World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific  Lexile 1090 by Deborah Hopkinson 
Dive! World War II Stories of Sailors & Submarines in the Pacific tells the incredible story of America's little 
known "war within a war" -- US submarine warfare during World War II. 
 
Gunpowder Girls: The True Stories of Three Civil War Tragedies   Lexile 1050 by Tanya Anderson 
With thousands of men off fighting in the Civil War, the government hired women and girls--some as young as 
ten--to make millions of rounds of ammunition. Poor immigrant girls and widows paid the price for carelessness 
at three major arsenals. Many of these workers were killed, blown up and burned beyond recognition. 
 
Samurai Rising Lexile 950      by Pamel S. Turner 
Minamoto Yoshitsune should not have been a samurai. But his story is legend in this real-life saga. This epic 
warrior tale reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest samurai in Japanese history.  
 
Thing Explainer: Complicated Stuff in Simple Words Lexile NA by Randall Munroe 
Have you ever tried to learn more about some incredible thing, only to be frustrated by incomprehensible 
jargon?  Randall Munroe is here to help.  In Thing Explainer, he uses line drawings and only the thousand (or, 
rather, “ten hundred”) most common words to provide simple explanations for some of the most interesting 
stuff there is, including: food-heating radio boxes (microwaves) and tall roads (bridges) 
 
Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World    Lexile NA        by Rachel Ignotofsky 
Highlights the contributions of fifty notable women to the fields of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM) from the ancient to the modern world. 
 
I GOT THIS  Lexile 1020      by Laurie Hernandez 
Gold medal-winning Olympic gymnast and Dancing with the Stars champion Laurie Hernandez shares her story 
in her own words in this debut book for fans of all ages—with never-before-seen photos! 
 
Mission to Pluto Lexile 940      by Mary Kay Carson 
In July of 2015 a robotic spacecraft reached Pluto after a nine-and-half-year journey. New Horizons is the first 
spacecraft mission to Pluto and revealed its five moons as never before seen. Images from the mission show a 
reddish surface covered in ice-water mountains, moving glaciers, and hints of possible ice volcanoes and an 
underground ocean. Pluto is geologically alive and changing!  
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All Heart Lexile 940       by Carli Lloyd 
In the summer of 2015, the U.S. women’s national soccer team won the World Cup behind an epic performance 
by Carli Lloyd. Carli, a midfielder, scored three goals in the first sixteen minutes—the greatest goal-scoring 
effort in the history of World Cup finals.  But there was a time when Carli almost quit soccer. She struggled 
with doubts and low confidence. In All Heart, adapted from When Nobody Was Watching specifically for 
younger readers, Carli tells the full inspiring story of her journey to the top of the soccer world—an honest, 
action-packed account that takes readers inside the mind of a hardworking athlete. 
 
Hidden Figures: Young Readers Edition Lexile 1120   by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and adding machines to calculate the 
numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This book brings to life the stories of Dorothy 
Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four African-American women who lived 
through the civil rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, and the movement for gender equality, and whose 
work forever changed the face of NASA and the country.                                                
 
Life in Motion: Young Readers Edition Lexile 890   by Misty Copeland 
As the first African-American principal dancer at the American Ballet Theatre, Misty Copeland has been 
breaking down all kinds of barriers in the world of dance. But when she first started dancing—at the late age of 
thirteen—no one would have guessed the shy, underprivileged girl would one day make history in her field. 
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